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“The Queen of the Great Lakes”

This great picture of the Clipper is featured on the cover of the “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper” (An   
Illustrated History) book.  Sales have been most impressive and you can now get a copy for 
yourself, or a gift for someone else.  

Come down and experience the beauty and the stories of this Historical Landmark in your own 
backyard.

Editor, Sandra Ferski

Books are available call MaryLouise Plant at 231-744-5101 for pick up or shipping. OR at www. 
Milwaukeeclipper.com -or use the order form included in this newsletter. 

Anything & Everything Antique Mall 3031 Hts Ravenna Rd 231-747-9917
Shoreline Inns & Suites,    750 Terrace Pt. Dr,             231-727-8483
Torresen Marine, Inc. 3003 Lakeshore Dr. 231-759-8596
Maggie’s Gourmet Foods & Gifts 4851 Harvey St. 231-799-9333
Jerviss-Fethke Ins. 71 W. Webster Ave 231-722-2375
USS Silversides Submarine Museum 1346 Bluff St 231-755-1230
The Fishmonger’s Wife 2127 W. Sherman Blvd 231-755-1600
Lakeshore Museum Center 439 W. Clay Ave 231-722-0278
Also – Java Shop & Book Nook in Montague and Colby’s Hokey Pokey in Whitehall and

My Secret Stash in Traverse City.

A complete list of places to pick up your copy:



Message from the President- Jim Plant

Dear Shipshape Readers,
The following is a letter that you can mail to people you know who might help the Clipper find a 
permanent dock.  Add your own salutation, closing and signature. Thank you for your help in getting 
our girl her new home.

Jim Plant, President

“The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation, Inc., (MCPI) is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization founded 
in 1998. Our sole mission is to restore and preserve the one hundred-ten year old steamship, 
Juniata/Milwaukee Clipper. MCPI has been creating an on-board Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate 
the public of all ages about our Great Lakes maritime heritage, and the part the Clipper has played in that 
heritage.

Future generations will be able to discover and enjoy the role this ship has played in the development of 
modern Michigan and the contributions she has made to her homeport, Muskegon, Michigan. She has been 
honored as a National Historic Landmark and is on the National Register of Historic Places. Nick named 
“Queen of the Lakes”. 

MCPI has a dedicated board of community leaders that direct the volunteers in their efforts to preserve 
and restore the 361 ft. steel ship. These diligent individuals work to acquaint the local people of our goals 
and needs. Many local businesses have donated many thousands of dollars in material and their expertise. 
Over seventeen years the Clipper has been returned to Muskegon over 345 volunteers have given their love, 
labor and money in the effort to save the beautiful ship.

Our group has been working to obtain a permanent dock for the ship for seventeen years. The present 
dock limits the functions we are able to host on the ship to seventy-five people because of lack of access by 
the fire department to close proximity of the ship, a sewer hook-up, and an adequate water supply. A site that 
would meet those needs would open many possibilities for multiple uses of the boat from wedding 
receptions, class reunions, conventions, restaurants, and classes in Michigan maritime history for local 
school children. The list could go on. 

The Clipper has become a significant tourist attraction for the public far beyond Muskegon, West 
Michigan and Michigan, even though our money raising activities are limited to summer tours. Our summer 
tour visitors have hailed from all over the United States and Canada. A few have come from Europe and 
South America.

One young big ship buff even saved money for three years to travel to Muskegon from Australia just to 
visit the Milwaukee Clipper that he had followed on the Internet for several years. We were thrilled when we 
heard his travel story. We can imagine what our attraction to tourists would be if we would be able to open 
the ship to all her potential and let the world know about the excitement that exists on board.

We are asking your help in securing a permanent home for the Clipper that would enable us to open the 
ship to the public to assist our objective of restoring and preserving the beautiful passenger ship that George 
Sharp, a noted navel architect, redesigned in 1940 in the Art Deco Style. We need your help to further this 
important project to add to Muskegon’s maritime tourist attractions. 

For more information, pictures and videos of the ship, visit us on Facebook, or our website at 
www.milwaukeeclipper.com

Friends of the Clipper
Your Name

Still looking for a pontoon boat – either donated or borrowed.
Must paint the lower portion again – she needs it badly!!



Smooth Sailing
Captain Bob Priefer

Restoration & Remembrance

A funny thing about these two items:
When MaryLouise was researching and seeking  pictures for the 
book (mentioned on front cover) I sent her some from the play 
room and other restoration areas on the ship.  The note attached to 
this returned picture was  

“What are these?”
Well, I would take a photo of a restored item and one that still 
needed attention.  The item on the left is a “polished” door 
stopper, the one on the right is not touched yet.  That is how much 
the stoppers had deteriorated from neglect.  It just happened that 
the day I took one off the wall to hand polish, a tour came through 
and I just sat down and polished away.  When the group left, I 
looked down and “low and behold” I had this gorgeous brass 
stopper in my hand.  

So MaryLouise that’s the rest of the story!!!

Before and After 
A big thank you to Marie Watson for the 1940 
era Silver Seltzer Bottle.  Donated from the 
estate of Ralph & Nina Rice (her parents).  It 
is proudly displayed in the lounge bar.

Submitted by Sandy Ferski

Since the Captain is soaking in the sunshine 
in Arizona, I pulled some photos from the file – 
enjoy!!!

The middle guy at the controls is Harry Marks.  He 
was neighbors and friends with Glen & Francis 
Sleight (Bob Fountaine’s parents).  Harry was 1st 

Engr? Or 2nd Engr?
Other two men in picture unknown.  Cir. 1950’s

Last newsletter included an article written by a grandson of Lida Sandel, who worked as a chamber maid on 
the Milwaukee Clipper for about 12-15 years.  She started around 1949 and worked until about 1961.

In response to that article, I received this:  

I was on the Clipper (as a bartender) during the summers of 1959 and 1960 and I greatly enjoyed reading 
the memoir of Lida Sandel by her grandson, Robert Ward.  I remember Lida very well – she was a “fixture” 
on the clipper, almost as much as the pilothouse binnacle!  If you have a way of communicating with Mr. 
Ward, please tell him how much I enjoyed his sharing.  It was also a joy to visit the Clipper this past summer 
and to be able to share with my wife some of the stories and venues I remember so well.

Signed, Bob Winter

Donated by Bob and Mary Fountaine



With the ship closed for the winter, there is not much news about the onboard museum.  I have 
gathered a few new pictures of the Alabama in port at Muskegon and elsewhere, and have several new 
items for the main museum.  One is a bronze running light that I plan to have on board and lighted.  It is a 
nice old piece in great condition.  I am sorting out photos and postcards from my collection, as well as 
Alabama items. We are going to need a small showcase to hold items and souvenirs from the Alabama.  
We have a number of these including dishes, stateroom keys, souvenir dishes, silverware, etc. to put in it.  
Anyone who knows of a fairly small showcase in good condition, I would appreciate knowing about it.  We 
also have a few framed items that will be hung on the walls in the Alabama Room.

Please don’t forget we are looking for Juniata and Clipper items we don’t have also.  I have some new 
items for display including a photo of the Juniata in drydock.

We are also collecting items for the annual auction coming up in May 2016.  Best wishes to everybody for 
a safe and Happy New Year!

Ray Hilt
Museum Curator

Museum Update

Get Well Wishes:
Jackie Hilt had a bad fall in her yard back in October and broke her right wrist. She was in a cast until Christmas. 
So I’m thinking her most treasured present this holiday was to rid herself of that cast.   Lucky thing about it – 
she’s left handed!!  Glad to see that you’re well again and hoping 2016 will stay that way.

It is with great sadness that I have to report the passing of my friend John Thompson last 
November. He was a neighbor who was maintaining a Queen Anne Victorian home in the 
Jefferson St. Historical District. But more important was the fact that we spent many hours 
working on various Clipper projects over the years.

John started his interest in the Clipper when he was in high school. He was the class photographer, and the 
1957 Muskegon High School Said and Done Yearbook was full of John's pictures, made especially interesting 
to all of us that have a feeling in our hearts for the Milwaukee Clipper, because the yearbook is full of photos 
John took of classmates onboard the Clipper in different areas in the ship. When John moved back to 
Muskegon after buying the house on Jefferson St., I approached him about becoming active in the restoration 
of the ship. His talent with photography led to many jobs he did for the ship. 

Each site we negotiated for over the years was computer generated by him to show what it would look like if 
the ship were to be there. The website has a virtual tour on it, originally set up by John. He served as a board 
member until his health began to fail him. He set up the colorful Clipper tickets for the 100th anniversary 
celebration of the ship in 2004, and has updated them for each year till 2015. He served on the Clipper auction 
committee until last year and for several years the committee met at John and April's home. The auction 
brochures were done by John until this past year. The photograph we use today showing the starboard side of 
the ship was done by John, and he took many photos of the progress of the restoration over the years.

He had a stateroom, and I have a Marge Beaver aerial photograph that I purchased at one of our auctions that 
shows John and I on our way onboard to work on our staterooms. I could continue, but I believe I have 
covered enough. The Clipper has lost a valuable and versatile volunteer, and I have lost a friend. 

Many volunteers were not aware of his many contributions to the progress of the restoration of the ship. He 
will certainly be missed.

Ray Hilt,
Board Member



You may think that it ‘s too early to even think about the Clipper auction coming up May 22, 
2016.   But we’ve already started accumulating items for the big day.   If you have new items 
that can be auctioned, please let the committee know.   We need your help in soliciting items 
for the auction.    We will soon have tickets for sale.  Again, the auction will be held at the 
Muskegon Country Club starting with brunch at 11:00 am, then about 12:30-1:00 the live 
auction will get started.   The silent auction will continue through brunch and go til the live 
auction is over.

Even if you’re not much into bidding on auction items, just watching Tim Fitzsimmons do his 
auctioneer spiel is well worth the ticket price, PLUS the food at the Muskegon Country Club 
is delicious.  Please post this date on your calendar, so you do not miss it!

If you would like to help, call me 231-722-2375.  Come to a meeting, no long term 
obligation required.  We need people to contact businesses for auction items, or 
hand out posters, or just new ideas.  Please think again about how you could help.  
“No experience required!”

Gene Fethke
Auction Chairperson

CLIPPER AUCTION AND BRUNCH
Muskegon Country Club May 22th, 2016

Hear Yee!  Hear Yee! You don’t have to wait for Clipper tours to start in 
May, get your Clipper items here all winter long! We have T-shirts, we have Polo Shirts, we 
have Sweatshirts, Clipper Books, Logo Clocks, Wristwatches and Pocket Watches.

Hear Yee!  Hear Yee! We have Wine Glasses, we have Coffee Mugs, we have 
Logo Visors, Baseball Caps, Flyers and More!!  

Come on down to the ANYTHING & EVERYTHING ANTIQUE MALL at 3031 Hts. 
Ravenna Rd in Cloverville.  Every day from 11a.m. til 6p.m.  Just follow Sherman Blvd to 
Black Creek Rd, to Hts. Ravenna Rd.  Can’t miss it – directly behind PNC Bank on your 
right.  Plenty of parking for everyone. Some items on sale right now!! 

SEE YOU THERE!!! 
OR

If you would like to donate an item or items to the Clipper for resale purpose, give 
me a call (798-4231) and I’ll code it for sale and all proceeds go to the 

Clipper Restoration Fund.



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*PONTOON BOAT
*Emergency

Electric Generator
*Welder

*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Painters
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*General Maintenance

*Tour Guides
*Electronic Help

*(* VOLUNTEERS!

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - Blarney Castle 
Oil Co. for the drums to 
provide proper handling of 
the restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; LAKESIDE EMPORIUM,, who 
supports our efforts by displaying a canister for donations, and has a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  Bureau.  Not to leave out all 
the other local businesses who support the Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who 
donate items for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - without them, we really would be 
“Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.

Could your business use some new customers?

Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 
- Full page Ad $900. 

Call 231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance 
for your support on the progress of the preservation efforts.

Thank you 
Mike & Sue Johnson

From 
Anything and Everything Inc.

3031 Hts Ravenna Rd
For the loan of the mannequins.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.
Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly newsletter
I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity Working on the newsletter 
Maintenance Museum/Gift Shop Restoration work
Security at the Clipper Other ________________       Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 for 
the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-board 
Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!
Thank you for your support!

Use the form below  to order your copy of “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History”



BOARD MEMBERS

SS Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc
P.O Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443
(231) 683-1590

Website:
www.MilwaukeeClipper.com

SHIPSHAPE is written by members and friends of the Board of Directors and
Is edited by Sandy Ferski of Muskegon, MI.  You may email the editor at
dpfol@earthlink.net
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ORGANIZATION
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Donations to The Clipper can be sent to PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443  

Located
at 2098 Lakeshore Drive

Muskegon, MI
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‘Shipshape’ is a quarterly Publication of the 
SS Milwaukee Clipper Preservation, Inc.  
P.O.Box 1370, Muskegon, MI  49443 
(231)683-1590.  We are a 501©3 tax-exempt 
non-profit organization that is funded by tax- 
deductible gifts from individuals, grants, and 
businesses.   We are governed by a board of 
community leaders.
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